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The declaration is supported by members of EU Parliament and Sejm of the Republic of Poland 
participating in the conference: 
Piotr Borys, Adam Gierek, Bogusław Sonik, Tadeusz Arkit, Mariusz–Orion Jędrysek. 
 
Raw materials are essential for the sustainable functioning of modern society. Access to and 
affordability of mineral raw materials are crucial for the sound functioning of the EU's economy  
(COM(2008) 699 final).  
 
Conference participants are aware that national governments of EU Member States, the European 
Commission and the European Parliament started creating conditions for improving accessibility 
to local European mineral raw material sources with the medium-term aim of reducing the import 
dependence of the European continent on individual mineral commodities. This policy needs 
continuation and reinforcement. Therefore we strongly support the implementation of the Raw 
Material Initiative by the EU, which was put into action since 2008 and which needs to be 
followed-up by an implementation phase. We therefore endorse the EC and the Member States to 
announce the European Innovation Partnership on raw materials and to reinforce support for 
Research & Innovation and education, focusing on exploration, extraction, processing, reuse and 
recycling. 
 
The conference participants focused their attention on issues which should be considered in the 
Member States’ mineral resources policies: 

1. The extraction of mineral deposits is the source of mineral raw materials necessary in 
everyday life and for sustainable, economically safe existence of EU societies. The 
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importance of mineral commodities and a good understanding of mineral extraction 
importance need to be popularized introduced at school level.  

2. The European mineral raw material security requires stronger financial and institutional 
engagement and support of European and local organizations in the exploration and 
prospecting activities.  

3. Mineral deposits are part of natural environment. They are currently not well protected from 
degradation through competing land use and may thus not be available for the future benefits 
of the population. Access to mineral deposits for extraction should be possible through 
reasonable land use planning. The use of land for the extraction of mineral commodities 
should be recognized as important way of using land. Regulations and arbitration 
mechanisms could mitigate arising conflicts.   

4. We strongly recommend utilization of adopted by UN ECE the United Nations Framework 
Classification of Resources (UNFC) as standardized mode for common dialogue between 
stakeholders of mineral resources data  

5. The protection of nature (wildlife, landscape) and current existing land use planning limit the 
access to mineral deposits. There are numerous examples of environmental benefits of 
extracting minerals; post-mining areas properly managed may add new value to our 
environment through the creation of new attractive landforms, geodiversity sites, wildlife 
habitats. 

6. An increasing number of European extractive companies are promoting their corporate social 
responsibility (CSR) strategies as a response to a variety of social environmental and 
economic pressures. Social dialogue has become an important part of their strategy. However, 
it is also a social responsibility to guarantee the accessibility of mineral deposits.   

7. The EU Resource Efficiency flagship initiative should not be limited to “using less”, it 
should promote „using better”. Recycling of metal and mineral products as a part of the 
Resource Efficiency in Europe 2020 programme is the right mode of reasonable utilization of 
mineral commodities, however cannot cover total demand and is impossible in some cases 
such as e.g. lime, cement, mineral fertilizers, and some critical metals. 

8. The continuation of the “raw material” diplomacy of national governments and the European 
Commission, i.e. the establishment of mutually favorable relations with other countries 
having available interesting raw materials’ potential is necessary. However,  the  possibilities 
of geological exploration for critical and essential mineral commodities on the territory of 
EU Member States should equally be analyzed and supported. 

9. We recommend including the issue of shale gas exploration and possible future extraction 
into the EU Energy Security Agenda. 

10. We strongly encourage to the EC and the Member States to announce the EIP 
program on raw materials during the earliest Council meeting.  

 
The conference participants suggest establishing high-level meetings with governments and EC 
participation in the form of a Mineral Stakeholder Forum to be held regularly and to discuss 
strategically important mineral raw material issues. 


